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July 14-19, 2013 
 Dulcimer U Summer Week 2013 - a week long 
mountain dulcimer workshop at Western Carolina 
University in Cullowhee, North Carolina  Staff to 
include Janita Baker, Ralph Lee Smith, Madeline 
MacNeil, Gary Gallier, Bob Magowan, Sue 
Carpenter, Sarah Morgan, Marsha Harris, Lorinda 
Jones, Anne Lough, Jim Miller, Joe Collins, Larry 
and Elaine Conger.  Visit the Dulcimer U web site 
for more detailed info http://dulcimeru.wcu.edu. 

August 2-3, 2013 
 NGFDA Summer Satellite Gathering in Jasper, 
Georgia.  Friday eve JAM and Saturday WORKSHOPS 
(Paul Andry instructor), POT LUCK, and early evening 
CONCERT by Paul, to be opened by NGFDA Satellite 
ensemble groups who wish to perform.  $25 participation 
and concert.  More details will follow at www.ngfda.org 
and in June - July Foothills Footnotes newsletters.  
Sponsored by NGFDA in collaboration with Bent Tree 
Strings Satellite, Jasper, Georgia. 

October (2-3) 4-5-6 
 NGFDA Peach-Jam at FDR State Park, Pilot 
Mountain, Georgia; camping area and covered pavilion #2.  
Tuesday-Friday for Early birds (leisurely playing & socials 
around personal day excursions), Friday evening JAM with 
coffee.  Saturday:  all day casual JAMMING, beginner 
dulcimer instruction for those who ask, afternoon group 
play offering for FDR Park Office, POT LUCK dinner and 
JAM.  Sunday morning Gospel play and coffee.  More 
details to follow at www.ngfda.org and in August – 
September Foothills Footnotes newsletters. 

2013 Fall Festival-Update 
Unicoi Lodge and Park Is A Cool 
Ticket For A November Getaway! 

By Festival Director, Mike Van Demark 
 Cool days, beautiful music, good friends, and 
challenging classes.  Does that sound like a recipe 
for fall fun?  Then make your plans to be part of the 
2013 Fall Festival November 21 - 24. 
 Our faculty members are planning interesting 
workshops and delightful concerts.  The usual great 
line-up of vendors are committed to be there for 
your shopping pleasure and it is easy to imagine the 
Unicoi Lodge alive with dulcimer music and lively 
conversations.  You will find the room reservation 
form attached in this issue of the Footnotes.  There 
is no on-line reservation service, so it is best to 
make your arrangements by phone 800-573-9659.  
Be sure to give the NGFDA group number for the 
NGFDA event #05469.  We have special prices for 
this event which includes a full breakfast for those 
staying 3-4 nights in the lodge. 
 If you missed the June issue of Footnotes, here 
is a list of the faculty.  For the mountain dulcimer 
players, workshops will be offered by Gary Gallier, 
Mary Z. Cox, Mark Gilston, Sue Carpenter, 
Michael Shull, Tull Glazener, Anne Lough, Danny 
Shepherd, Dottie Shepherd (Children’s Workshop) 
and Sarah Morgan. 

continued on page 2 
 
 

 

Upcoming Events 



 
Page 2 NGFDA Foothills Footnotes – July 2013 

2013 NGFDA, Inc. 
Board of Directors 

PRESIDENT 
TOM WOMACK 

5755 MERCEDES DRIVE 
CUMMING, GEORGIA  30041 

tomwomack@yahoo.com 
678-360-5865 

VICE PRESIDENT 
RON ROWLAND 

112 CEDAR LANE NW 
MILLEDGEVILLE, GEORGIA 31061 

ronrowland@windstream.net 
478-968-7347 

TREASURER 
MELANIE LIGON 

650 WINDWALK DRIVE 
ROSWELL, GEORGIA 30076 

mligon@kcc.com 
770-401-9899 

SECRETARY 
GWEN CAELI 

905 GEORGIAN HILLS DRIVE 
LAWRENCEVILLE, GEORGIA 30045 

gwencaeli@gmail.comt 
678-863-4342 

FALL FESTIVAL DIRECTOR 
MIKE VAN DEMARK  

P. O. BOX 197 
OCOEE, TENNESSEE 37361 

mvandem@gmail.com 
404-822-3666 (MOBILE)  
423-338-2307 (HOME)  

ASSISTANT FALL FESTIVAL DIRECTORS 
JUDY BAILEY 

jbeep2@tds.net 
770-894-4371 
SALLY LONG 

sallylong@tds.net 
770-893-1413 

SPRING THING DIRECTOR 
KAT VALLISH 

kvallish@gmail.com 
678-468-7561 

LIAISON TO NGFDA SATELLITE GROUPS 
PEGGY MARTIN 

martin.pb@comcast.net 
770-974-1980 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN 
LYNN MCCOLLUM 
445 LONG STREET 

DEMOREST, GEORGIA 30535 
lynnmccollum@windstream.net 

706-778-8538 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
BARBARA JOE 

ngfda_footnotes@yahoo.com 
931-239-2111 (MOBILE) 

NGFDA YAHOO! GROUP MODERATOR 
ED HUMPHRIES 

ed@humphries.com 
770-439-9608 

Foothills Footnotes 
(ISSN 1559-1441) 

POSTMASTER:  Send any address changes 
to Lynn McCollum, NGFDA, Inc., PO Box 
522, Demorest, GA 305353.  You may also 
contact Lynn by e-mail at 
lynnmccollum@windstream.net 
All other newsletter-related matters, including 
material intended for publication, should be 
directed to Barbara Joe at the email address 
listed in the above column.  The deadline for 
publication submissions for the August issue 
is July 22, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. 
Foothills Footnotes is published monthly by 
the North Georgia Foothills Dulcimer 
Association, Incorporated. 

 

Membership News 
by Lynn McCollum 

Membership Coordinator 
 Welcome to the following new 
members of the NGFDA: 
• Deanie Fincher 

Canton, Georgia 
• Peggy Guice 

Covington, Georgia 
• Beth Hancock 

Hartwell, Georgia 
• Barry & Rebecca McDonald 

Bloomington, Indiana 
• Fred Roberson 

Stockbridge, Georgia 
• Bea Terrell 

E. Palatka, Florida and Ellijay, 
Georgia 

• Karen Vitelli 
Talking Rock, Georgia 

• Karen Warwick 
Hickory Corners, Michigan 

• Megan Williams 
Ellijay, Georgia 

• Linda Yopps 
Mills River, North Carolina 

Summer Is Finally 
Here!! 

by Vice President, Ron Rowland 
 There are lots of things to do and see 
during the summer months.  Many of us 
go on vacation while the weather is warm.  
My wife and I travel in our RV about four 
months a year and always take all of our 
instruments - dulcimers, banjammer, harp, 
spoons, washboard, etc.  I suggest you 
take what you can and play music 
wherever you go.  It's a great way to have 
fun in a new place and make new friends.  
Start a jam session . . . people love music!  
Promote the history of the dulcimer.  
Many people have never heard of this 
instrument.  You can even give a short 
hands-on lesson if someone shows an 
interest.  Have a great summer.  Hope to 
see you at the Summer NGFDA Satellite 
Gathering in Jasper, Georgia on August 2-
3, 2013.  Paul Andry is the instructor. He 
is a very gifted Dulcimer player and a 
whole lot of fun! 

2013 Fall Festival-Update 
continued from page 1 

 Hammered classes will be taught by 
Ruth Smith who is new to our festival along 
with, Anne Lough, Guy George and Agene 
Parsons.  
 Karen Daniels is also new to our festival 
and will be teaching the Autoharp as well as 
Anne Lough and Agene Parsons.  Ken 
Bloom will be teaching the Bowed Dulcimer.  
 Please share this event with your 
dulcimer groups and encourage them to 
become members of NGFDA so that they 
receive the information that will be sent out 
later this summer.  Registration will begin on 
Sunday, September 1st and will end on 
October 13th.  
 Registration will be done online via our 
website at www.ngfda.org for all those who 
are able to do that.  For our members who do 
not have access to a computer or the internet, 
registrations and festival information can be 
mailed to you via US Mail.  You must 
request Fall Festival information and manual 
Registration forms to be sent to you by 
sending your request after August 15th to 
Mike Van Demark P.O. Box 197, Ocoee, TN 
37361.   
 More specific information about 
workshop offerings will be in the August 
newsletter. 

About The Tablature . . . 
 My friend, Joyce Waltman, gave us the 
tablature for this issue.  Joyce lives in Lehigh 
Acres, Florida, near Ft. Myers.  She teaches 
lap dulcimer, fiddle and bowed psaltery and 
has taught workshops in Florida, Tennessee 
and Ohio.  She has performed at the Florida 
State Fair for over 15 years. 
 For this newsletter she has included two 
arrangements of “Near The Cross,” which 
are not in her book.  The first is for dulcimer 
with a 6-1/2 fret.  The second is for 
chromatic with 0+, 4+ and 7+. 
 If you want to jam while visiting the Ft 
Myers’ area, contact Joyce.  Irish is Sunday 
and Wednesday; fiddle on Monday; lap 
dulcimer on Tuesday; Pickin’ in the Park on 
Thursday; and more in the winter. 
 Joyce Waltman, 239-369-7992; 
musicianjoy@hotmail.com (mention 
dulcimer or fiddle in the subject line.
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The Yonah Pickers present ‘A Day with Bing’ 
Saturday September 28, 2013 at The First Presbyterian Church  469 N. Main St,  Cornelia, Georgia 
30531.  
We are excited to have Bing Futch coming thru the area and will spend the day with us.  The day of 
workshops is open to NGFDA members, the concert is open to the public.  The cost is $60.  It will 
include three workshops, breakfast, lunch and supper (provided by the Yonah Pickers) and a concert 
(love offering will be taken).   We request that you send in the registration form by September 15, so 
we know how to plan for the meals. 
9am-10am   lite breakfast: fruit, juices, coffee, Danish, also sign in and- get name tags. 
10-11:30  Mountain Dulcimer Boot Camp 
Everything you've always wanted to try on a mountain dulcimer but were afraid to 
attempt.  This is a comprehensive session of exercises involving right-hand rhythm 
training, major and minor scales, chord shapes and performance techniques like 
hammer-ons, pull-offs, bends, accents and harmonics.  We'll introduce and play through 
some tunes that will utilize these tips and tricks. 
12-1  lunch- soups, lunchmeat to make sandwiches, salad & desserts. 
1:30‐2:45  Two Crooked Fiddle Tunes Walk Into A Bar 
Crooked tunes drive dancers crazy, because those off-kilter bars of beats throw them off 
their groove.  But they are great fun to play.  In this workshop, we'll tackle two crooked 
fiddle tunes; tunes in 4/4 time that feature strange little extra measures of 2/4 thrown 
in.  They're highly addictive and usually have killer riffs that make for lots of fun 
jamming, once everyone gets the hang of it.  We'll engage ear-training through learning 
the tunes by hearing and imitating at first.  Then, we'll look at the music and see what 
makes each tune crooked and why. 
3‐4:15  Rockin' and Rollin' With Mountain Dulcimer 
Are you ready to ROCK?!  After this workshop, you will be!  Learn the basics behind one 
of the most popular forms of music on the planet, starting with the power chord.  That's 
right!  The power chord is the key to freeing your dulcimer from the confines of a 
diatonic fretboard.  Once we explore a variety of familiar chord progressions, we'll turn it 
up to 11 and learn how to get in the groove with a solid right-hand rhythm, use a 
combination of palm mutes, accents and finger lifts to shake things up,  explore 
extended chords for added color, learn about playing in different keys and stage-dive 
right into the secrets of successful solos.  Besides working through some old-school rock 
'n' roll and some new-school rock.  Not for the faint-of-heart or folk purists.  This WILL 
get loud! 
4:15-5:15- JAM! 
5:30-6:30- Supper- meats, casseroles, veggies, bread & desserts. 
7-8:  CONCERT! Love offering will be taken. 
Please fill out registration form below and payment made out to Lynn McCollum, by 
Sept. 15th. Send to Lynn McCollum, 445 Long St. Demorest, Georgia, 30535. If you have 
any questions, please call Lynn at 706-499-3212.  
 
Name:_________________________________Phone: ____________________ 
 
NGFDA Satellite Group:________________________________________ 
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Garden City Strummers 
 On Saturday June 15 from 10-12:30 the Garden City 
Strummers had a workshop/jam at Mistletoe State Park.  In 
attendance:  Howard Wayt, Betty Fleming, Gene Griner, 
Theo Szuba, Hank Subza, Peggy Ertz, Rick Ertz, Cathy 
Minor, David Minor, Henry Burns, Hal Copland, Marlyn 
Grau, Elizabeth Usry and Diane Ransom. 
 Two groups of beginners taught by Rick Ertz and 
Marilyn Grau.  So far one of the beginners has bought a 
new McSpadden dulcimer and is joining the group. 
 After the jam all enjoyed a pot luck picnic lunch.  A 
good time was had by all and the group hopes to do this 
again in the Fall 

Yonah Pickers 

 
Senior Center Dancers 

 
 The Yonah Pickers have had a great start to their 
summer.  They always have a great time at the senior center 
performances.  One of them this month held a special 
surprise.  One of the new members of the group brought her 
little daughter and her mother with her to the performance.  
The beautiful little girl was the hit of the performance.  She 
sang “Jesus Loves Me” (into the mic no less) as the group 
played.  At this particular senior center there is one 
beautiful lady who enjoys dancing to at least one song each 
time.  As the group played “Old Joe Clark”, the usual 
dancer came forth, but this time, she was joined by three 
friends, two other seniors and the little girl!  They danced 

and smiled, and everyone had a wonderful time.  The group 
looks forward to seeing this precious child, her mother, and 
grandmother again.  This is reflective of the pure joy that 
playing music can bring, and the openness to all musical 
expressions that is the hallmark of the Yonah Pickers.   
 In another delightful development, during their 
performance at the Lavender Cottage, the group was joined 
by a trio of singers who brought yet another layer to the 
music.  Many smiles were shared on that day as well. 
 If you are in the area, Yonah Pickers always welcomes 
all players and all instruments to any practice.  Please 
remember: NO YONAH PICKERS PRACTICES WILL 
BE HELD DURING THE MONTH OF AUGUST.  If you 
have questions about anything in this article, please contact, 
bswhitmire@windstream.net.  

Dalton Dulcimers 

 
 Summertime and the living is easy.  Recuperating 
from a busy spring of play dates, Dalton Dulcimers is 
enjoying kicking back and playing thru its repertoire.  
Any players near Dalton on a Wednesday afternoon are 
welcome to join the group for some jamming fun. 
 Over the last few months, the club happily 
welcomed additional accompanying instruments 
including an accordion, bones, and a tin whistle.  It has 
been interesting to see how these mesh with the 
dulcimers. 
 The group hopes to attend the Summer Satellite 
Gathering in nearby Jasper in August. 

Middle Georgia Dulcimer Club 
 The Middle Georgia Dulcimer Club met at The 
Young America School of Music for the regular monthly 
meeting Saturday, June 8.  The group welcomed 
members of the Centerville Dulcimer group.  The class 
time was followed by an open jam session.   
 The Middle Georgia Dulcimer Club will meet for 
its regular monthly on Saturday, July 13 at The Young 
America School of from 1-4.  The club meets on the 
second Saturday of each month.  The first hour is 
designated for mountain dulcimer class – all levels are 
welcomed.  After lesson time the group will have an 
“any instrument welcome” jam session. 
 Everyone is welcome to come and play with the 
club on second Saturday at Young America Music 
School. 

 

Spotlight on Satellites 
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SATELLITE AREA FREQUENCY TIME LOCATION CONTACT 

Allatooners Kennesaw, GA Monthly, 2nd Sun. 1:30-4:00 First United Lutheran Church 
of Kennesaw 
3481 Campus Loop Rd 
(formerly Frey Lake Rd.) 

Peggy Martin 678-478-2456 
martin.pb@comcast.net 
www.allatooners.org 
Satellite Scribe:  Diana (DeeDee) Nash 
muffyqnash@yahoo.com  

AlphaFretters     Not Currently Meeting 
Bent Tree Strings Jasper, GA Monthly, 4th Thurs. 2:30-4:30 Club Tamarack Dining Room 

in Bent Tree.  Bent Tree is 6 
miles east of Jasper off Cove 
Road. 

Carol Lesley 770-893-2019 
Carol.Lesley@tds.net 

Blue Ridge Blue Ridge, GA Bimonthly 
1st & 3rd Mondays 

1:00-3:00 Shepherd of the Hills 
Lutheran Church 
Hwy. 515 at Forge Mill Road 

Anne Bailey 706-632-3854  
Teri Godfirnon 
terigodfirnon@hotmail.com 

Currahee Strings ‘n’ 
Things Dulcimer Club 

Toccoa, GA Weekly-Mondays 
Beginners 
Group 

 
6:30-7:00 
7:00-8:30 

Stephens County Senior 
Center 
55 Roselane 

Joe and Jan Sibley 706-886-7407 
jansons717@yahoo.com 

Dalton Dulcimers Dalton, GA Weekly 
Wednesdays 

2:30 First United Methodist 
Church 
500 S. Thornton Ave. 

Sherry Patterson 706-278-7256 
jspatts@windstream.net 

Frettin’ On Faith Ringgold, GA Weekly Sundays 4:00 First Baptist Church 
downtown Ringgold on U.S. 
Highway 41 (Nashville St.) in 
the choir/music room 

Michael Whitfield 706-673-6730 
mewhitfield@optilink.us 
Website:  www.tiptopwebsite.com/frettin 

Gainesville Strummers Gainesville, GA Weekly – Thurs. 1:00-3:00 First Baptist Church 
Room 208, 751 Green Street, 
N.W. 

Bob Weaver 770-540-5278 
bobweaver6@gmail.com.  

Garden City Strummers Augusta, GA Monthly, 3rd Mon. 5:30-7:30 Marks Baptist Church 
1405 Marks Church Rd. 

Betty Fleming 706-541-2146 
bfleming7823@comcast.net 

Gwinnoters Lawrenceville, GA Monthly, 3rd Sun. 1:30-4:30 Fairview Presbyterian 
857 Duluth Hwy. 
(Hwy. 120) 

Gwen Caeli 678-863-4342 
gwencaeli@gmail.com 
Nora Roy 770-963-2541  
nsr45@charter.net 

Hilltop Strummers Woodstock-Canton, 
GA 

Weekly – Tues. 1:30-3:30 Canton First UMC 
930 Lower Scott Mill Road, 
Canton, GA 
Exit 16 at I-575 

Dan or Barbara Asperger 
678-493-6970 (H); 770-633-1987 (C) 
daasp@windstream.net or bjasperger@gmail.com 

In Town Down Home Atlanta, GA Monthly, 3rd Sat. 2:00 Tenth Street United 
Methodist Church 
425 Tenth Street, NW 

Cathy Watts 770-393-3454 
chwatts@mindspring.com 

LaGrange Dulcimer 
Troupers 

LaGrange, GA Weekly, Thurs. 
mornings 
 
Weekly, Tues. 

10:45-
12:15 
 
11:30 

First United Methodist 
Church for jamming & prac. 
 
Beginning classes 

Ann and Perry Wilder 706-882-5027 
perrylwilder@bellsouth.net 

Land of Waterfalls 
Dulcimer Players 

Brevard & vicinity, 
NC 

Weekly, Wed. 1:00-3:00 St Philip's Episcopal Church  
256 East Main St 
Brevard, NC 

Lynn Foster 828-877-5073 lbf3cats@yahoo.com 

Middle Georgia Dulcimer 
Club 

Macon, GA Monthly, 2nd Sat. 1:00 
Lesson 
2:00-4:00 
Jam 

Young America School of 
Music 
6361 Zebulon Road 

Ron Rowland 478-968-0684 
ronrowland@windstream.net 
Karen Stewart 478-954-6759 
galadybug53@gmail.com 

Mountain Sounds Blairsville, GA Bimonthly 
2nd & 4th Tues. 

1:30-3:30 Senior Center LaDale Trimble 706-946-6070 
raydale@etcmail.com 

Oconee Belles & Beaus Salem, SC Bimonthly, 2nd Thurs. 
 
4th Tues. 

2:00-4:00 
1:00-3:00 

Keowee Key (Routes 130 & 
183 So. of Salem, SC) 
Activity Center, Whitewater 
Room 

Joan Krech 864-944-7094 
joankrech@bellsouth.net 
Bonnie Lamarand 864-888-3328 
lmrnd@att.net 

Peach Pickers Peachtree City, GA Monthly, 2nd. Sun. 3:00-5:00 The Bridge Community 
Center 
208 Willowbend Road 

Pat Hobson 770-461-2522 
phobson@mindspring.com 
Sam and Rhoda Greene 678-833-5995 (Home) 
Sam@greenemountaindulcimer.com 
Rhoda@greenemountainembroidery.com 

SEHDP (Southeastern 
Hammered Dulcimer 
Players) 

Support Group for 
Local HD Satellites 

 
www.SEHDP.com for Individual Satellite Info. 

www.sehdp.shutterfly.com 
Patsy Jordan sehdpmail@gmail.com 

Sonic Sounds Dulcimer 
Club 
(EDIMGIAFAD) 

Centerville, GA Weekly, Thurs. 6:00-6:30 
Lesson 
7:15-Jam 

1st United Methodist Church 
600 N. Houston Lake Rd. 

Laneah Maddox 478-971-8223 
 912-687-3621 
laneahmaddox@yahoo.com 
http://wrmusic.tripod.com/sonicsoundsdulcimerclub 

Whistle Stop Pickers East Alabama/ West 
Georgia (Auburn-
Opelika area) 

Weekly, Sat. 1:00-3:00 Lee County Historical Society 
Museum 
6500 Stage Road 
(Hwy 14) 
Loachapoka, AL 

Allen & Deborah McCord 334-821-1301 
 334-703-3646 (cell) 
mccord0304@gmail.com 

Yonah Pickers Helen, GA 
 
 
Clarkesville, GA 
 
Cornelia, GA 

Bimonthly 
2nd & 4th Sun. 
 
Bimonthly Practice 
1st & 3rd Mon. 
Bimonthly-Beginners 
1st & 3rd Sat. 

2:00-4:00 
 
2:00-4:00 
2:00-4:00 

Helen Presbyterian Church 
8895 N. Main St. 
 
Bethlehem Baptist Church 
624 Hwy. 197 North 

Lynn McCollum 706-499-3212 
lynnmccollum@windstream.net 
 
 
 
 
Email lynnmccollum@windstream.net for details. 

NGFDA sanctions these groups as satellites, but each one sets its own agenda, meeting place and procedures. Last Updated 06/04/2013



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NGFDA Membership Form 
 

Please start/renew my membership in NGFDA, including a subscription to the monthly Foothills Footnotes newsletter.  Tab books 
available to members only, one copy per member at a cost of $10 (if mailed, add $2 mailing fee).  Individual membership:  $20.  
Family membership:  $30.  Please make checks payable to NGFDA.  Dues, according to NGFDA bylaws, are renewable each 
November regardless of when you join. 
 
Name  
 
Address  
 
City  State  Zip  
 
Home Phone  E-mail address*:  
 
Membership Status (check one):  New  Renewing 
 
Playing Level (check one):  Beginner   Intermediate  Advanced 
 
*Members can automatically access our monthly newsletter at www.ngfda.org by clicking “newsletter” and entering 
your email address as listed above.  The newsletter is posted around the 25th of each month.   
 
I wish to get my newsletter   on the NGFDA website  by email  by mail 
 
Do you want to order a Tab Book? (check one)  Yes /  No  
 Please add $12.00 for Tab Book and postage 
 Tab Book $  
 
 Membership Fee $  
 
 Total Enclosed $  
 

Mail membership form and payment to:  NGFDA    P.O. Box 522    Demorest, GA  30535 


