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About The Tablature . . . 

 
 Wendy Songe ~ Award winning 
singer, songwriter, multi-instrumentalist, 
poet, performer, teacher and nationally 
touring musician. 
 Born in North Carolina, raised in 
Oklahoma, and with roots stretching from 
Louisiana to Canada, and Scotland to the 
Native Americans, Wendy Songe weaves 
an eclectic tapestry of diverse instruments, 
cultures and songs from across the globe. 
 Classically trained in piano from the 
age of five, Wendy's firm foundation in 
music has paved her way to a myriad of 
other instruments, including guitar, 
ukulele, mountain dulcimer, mandolin, 
djembe, bodhran, Celtic whistle, native 
flute and more.  Her songwriting, poetry, 
vocal and instrumental proficiency have 
earned her multiple state, regional and 
national awards. 
 Wendy continues to promote music 
education, teaching private, group and 
online lessons to students of every age and 
experience level.  She also volunteers her 
time and talent, giving hundreds of hours 
of hands-on music enrichment to disabled 
teens and adults through her Pay-it-
Forward initiative with community non-
profit outreach agencies. 
 A self-proclaimed musical gypsy, 
Wendy Songe tours the U.S.A. 
extensively, sharing her music with 
audiences and students everywhere.  Her 
music has been featured in print, on radio, 
television, and at many of the finest music 
festivals in the United States.  Wendy is 
presently on summer tour, promoting 
music education and the release of her two 
newest albums, both masterfully produced 
by Bing Futch; Wendy’s 2015, 'Test 
Drive' -a compilation of traditional and 
Celtic tunes arranged for Mountain 
Dulcimer plus ‘Mobius’, an exploratory 
duet improvisation with Bing Futch; 
Followed by her new and ALL 
ORIGINAL 2016 release, 'Driven' - a 

colorful blend of Wendy playing with 
layered instruments and genres woven into a 
lyrical mindscape of sound & song.  This CD 
features 13 all original songs written by 
Wendy Songe, featuring guitar, mountain 
dulcimer, piano, vocals, drums, native flute, 
and duet harmonies with master producer, 
Bing Futch. 
 Wendy will also be a featured instructor 
and performer at the 2016 Unicoi Festival in 
Helen, Georgia.  wendysonge@yahoo.com 
 “Farewell Tarwathie” - a traditional 
Scottish whaling song, written around 1850 
by George Scrogie (a miller by trade).  His 
song tells the story of a young man leaving 
his homeland of Strichen, near Mormond 
Hill, to pursue his fortune in whaling.  
Though this piece has been arranged and 
recorded by numerous artists, it was folk 
singer, Judy Collin’s a capella rendition with 
a haunting background of whale song that 
first introduced me to this tune.  Here, I have 
arranged the piece for both DAD and DAA 
mountain dulcimer.  In doing so, players of 
both tunings can play individually or 
together in unison.  Additionally, this 
arrangement acts as a visual tool for 
identifying the ease of tablature transposition 
from DAD to DAA and the reverse.  As you 
can see, the melody string uses a formula of 
+ or - 3 to adapt to each tuning.  As a general 
rule, if your sheet music is in DAD, and you 
would like to play in DAA, simply add 3 to 
the melody string tab.  If your sheet music is 
in DAA, and you would like to play in DAD, 
simply subtract 3 from the melody string tab.  
For melody string only arrangements, this 
works impeccably.  However, for chord/ 
melody arrangements such as this one, some 
creative thinking and creative fingering may 
be required to complete certain chords and/or 
progressions (as shown on the first chord, in 
measure 11).   I will be teaching this tune, 
and several other DAD/DAA arrangements 
in my ‘PEACEMAKERS’ CLASS, during 
this summer tour of teaching and music 
festivals, highlighting the similarities and 
differences of each tuning, and bringing both 
mindsets together for unified music making.  
Enjoy!  
 Yours in harmony - Wendy Songe 
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2016 Fall Festival Update!! 
By Festival Director, Mike Van Demark 

 Here’s hoping that all of you have marked November 17-20 on your calendar to attend the 28th Annual 
NGFDA Fall Festival at Unicoi State Park which is beautifully nestled in the North Georgia Mountains in 
Helen, Georgia.  This year we have a great lineup of faculty and workshop leaders.  We have a few new faculty 
names that have either never attended or it’s been a while since they attended as follows: 

• Joe Collins  (Mt. Dulcimer) 
• Jody Marshall (Ham’d Dulc.) 
• Karen Mueller (Mt. Dulcimer & Autoharp) 
• Erin Mae (Mt. Dulcimer) 
• Don Pedi (Mt. Dulcimer) 
• Wendy Songe (Mt. Dulcimer) 
• Rick Thum (Ham’d Dulc.) 

 Returning to the 2015 Fall Festival are several other special faculty members who have been so appreciated 
in the past as follows: 

• Ken Bloom (bowed dulcimer) 
• Gwen Caeli (Mt. Dulcimer) 
• Jeff Furman (Mt. Dulcimer) 
• Guy George (Ham’d Dulcimer. Steel Drums & Pennywhistle) 
• Sharrie George (Ukulele) 
• Tull Glazener (Mt. Dulcimer) 
• Marsha Harris (Mt. Dulcimer & Native American Flute) 
• Anne Lough (Mt, Ham’d, Autoharp) 

 The Sunday morning gathering program has not been finalized totally as of this date; however, Joe Collins 
will be part of the program as well as one other faculty member to be announced in the June newsletter.  We 
have heard you loud and clear through last year’s festival evaluations!!  We will be going back to a more 
traditional Sunday morning gathering as we have had in years past with holiday and traditional dulcimer music 
that can be enjoyed by everyone. 
 Please share these exciting plans with your dulcimer playing groups and friends and encourage them to join 
the NGFDA so they will be on our list for registration information. 
 (As a reminder, if someone joins the club now, their membership is only good through December 31, 
2016).  Dues are annual and members pay their dues on a calendar year basis for 2016 beginning with the 
Fall Festival Registration process.  Dues for 2017 must be paid at the time of registration in order to attend.  
Members who do not attend the festival can begin paying January 2017 via US Postal Service. 
 Festival registration fees will remain at $105.00 again this year. Registration for this event will begin on 
Thursday, September 1st and close on October 10th. 
 This just about covers everything for this year’s Festival with music from traditional Appalachian, Galax 
style to Celtic and Contemporary. 
 I have heard from Unicoi that the lodge rooms are already filling fast so don’t be left out!!  Please refer to 
newsletter insert for lodging information and prices.  Once again this year your lodge room will include 
breakfast (including gratuity and taxes). 
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2016 Unicoi State Park Lodge Rates for Fall Festival 
 
 It’s not too early to start thinking about the 2016 Fall Festival at Unicoi November 17-20th.   Once again 
NGFDA has negotiated rates when staying in the Lodge, Cabins or Campsites which will include a breakfast for 
a single/double occupancy room (2 people).  Each additional person (over 2) staying in the room will be charge 
$11.56 per person per day but that will also include a breakfast for them.  Please make sure you tell Unicoi 
how many people are going to be in your room, cabin or campsite so that they can include the breakfast tickets.  
This will make it much easier at check-in time so that everyone receives the ticket.   
 You can always change your reservation to go up or down but Unicoi must know the # of people staying in 
each type of room. 
 Below is a schedule of per night charges published for Unicoi.  When making your reservation (telephone 
at 1-706-878-2201) you must include Event #006124 to receive these special rates.  Unicoi has already received 
several calls for this popular event so don’t be left out this year and get your reservations made today. 
 

Event #06124 (Unicoi Lodge Reservation # 1-706-878-2201) 
 

Type of Room 1 person 2  3 4 5 6 
Less Than 3-
Nights Lodge 

$132.31 $143.78 $166.93 $189.99 $213.05 $236.11 

3-Nights Lodge $119.66 $131.22 $154.28 $177.34 $200.40 $223.46 
4-Nights Lodge $109.31 $120.87 $143.93 $166.99 $190.05 $213.11 
1-Bedroom 
Cabin 

$155.31 $166.87 $178.43 $189.99 XXXX XXXX 

2-Bedroom 
Cabin 

$172.56 $184.12 $195.68 $207.24 $218.80 $230.36 

3-Bedroom 
Cabin 

$207.06 $218.62 $230.18 $241.74 $253.30 $264.86 

RV-Site 40’ 
Full Hookup 

$41.56 $53.12 $64.68 $76.24 $87.80 $99.36 

All lodging 
includes taxes, 
gratuity and 
daily buffet 
breakfast for 
each person in 
the room. 

      

 
 Please include this event on your calendar for November so you don’t miss out on this great festival.  
Registration for this event will begin on Thursday, September 1st and close on October 10th. 
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Revised NGFDA Website Coming Soon! 
 
 
 NGFDA Members: in preparation of the newly redesigned NGFDA website and Fall Festival Registration 
you will need to register online through the attached linked below to record your current membership.  When 
you click on the link below you will be provided with an information page that you will complete and submit. 
Your information will then be recorded in our membership records. 
 During the process of completing this form you will be asked for a Unique log-in ID.  This is your email 
address.  You will also be asked to provide a Unique Password that you can remember.  The log-in and 
password will be used permanently to logon to the NGFDA website.  The website is loaded with information 
pertaining to our NGFDA organization and will include all past newsletters, photos, satellite information, a 
“contact us” page, event, as well as the Fall Festival registration information and form.  The website includes an 
ecommerce feature which will allow us to take payments with credit cards for new members joining and also 
Fall Festival Payments. 
 The general public will be able to access the "Welcome Page" only, which includes information about the 
club, club history, the purpose of the club and satellite information.  It will also provide the general public with 
a contact information email that will be sent to NGFDAclub@gmail.com at Google.  This email box will be 
monitored and all questions sent to this email address will be replied too by one of the board members based on 
the question asked. 
 There is also a section on the Welcome Page where a person can join the club immediately by providing the 
same information you are going to provide with the link below except they will be asked to pay with a credit 
card.  This option will give the new member immediate access to other areas of the website including the Fall 
Festival Registration.  A manual option will also be provided for those who do not want to use a credit for 
joining the club.  They will complete this process by completing a manual form on the website and sending a 
check as in the past. 
 Our new website is scheduled to go online as of August 1. 2016 which is one month before Fall Festival 
registration starts on September 1, 2016. 
 We are asking you to please don’t wait to go to this link to complete the member information.  It is 
important that we start this process now so we can be completed by August 1st.  It will only delay the Fall 
Festival Registration process if you wait. 
 

You should start registering your name and other information on July 1, 2016 
 

https://www.sentrylogin.com/sentry/member_signup_list.asp?Site_ID=17410 
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Spring Thing 
 Everyone had a great time at Spring Thing this 
year with Nina Zanetti.  The weekend began with a 
jam and the best Smoked BBQ Pork dinner.  
Everybody pitched in and made the evening 
something special.  After dinner all gathered around 
and played and sang all of the favorite tunes.  The 
group reconvened on Saturday morning.  The first 
half of the day we spent learning the basics of finger 
picking.  For many people, this was their first 
formal training in finger picking.  Nina is a great 
teacher and made finger picking seem effortless. 
 Later that day Nina taught the group several 
arrangements that work well as a duet or for 
ensemble play.  Since there were many people 
attending who play in groups, the response to the 
second workshop was even more enthusiastic than 
the first. 
 Many people at this year's Spring Thing who 
had never attended Spring Thing in the past.  
Judging by their response, it is expected they will 
not miss Spring Thing in the future. 

A Note From The President 
by President, John Shawhan 

 Kat Vallish gets one "ATTAGIRL" for 
working the details to get Nina Zanetti as the 
workshop leader for Spring Thing at High Falls 
State Park on 21 May.  The Park offered a large 
enclosed group shelter with kitchen that gave each 
player a generous amount of space for the 
workshops along with serving space and eating 
space in the same room. 
 Nina's approach to finger picking was fantastic.  
She was able to present the different techniques, 
(forward roll, reverse roll, alternating roll, and 
eclectic roll) into understandable and enjoyable 
workshop sessions.  She also demonstrated how 
finger pressure and position added a lot of 
personality to the tune.  It was easy to understand 
why she was the 2008 National Mountain Dulcimer 
Champion. 
 The new website is almost ready to field and 
our preliminary edits should be incorporated within 
the next couple of weeks.  Many thanks to Mike 
Van Demark for being the champion for the 
development effort. 
 Planning for our Fall Festival is nearing 
completion with a great complement of workshop 
leaders.  Vendor application is complete and will be 
available via the web site. 

 A new approach for workshops will be 
presented at the Summer Satellite Gathering at 
Peachtree City in August so look on page 1 for the 
workshop flyer. 
 Our Nominating Committee will be looking for 
club leadership candidates so if you are interested in 
being considered, please contact me or any of the 
club officers. 
 

 
 
 

 

Gold Country Players 

 

 
 Nina Zanetti and Joe Collins are two amazing 
teachers who have shared their dulcimer talents 
with some fortunate members of Gold Country 
Players. People are now inspired to hide picks and 
                 continued on page 10 

 

Spotlight on Satellites 
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Spotlight on Satellites 
Gold Country Players 

continued from page 9 
use fingers to create music and will be forever 
grateful for the chance to learn this subtle yet 
challenging technique.  The opportunity to meet up 
and share ideas with other dulcimer players from 
across Georgia has members looking forward to 
Unicoi with even more enthusiasm.  Thanks to the 
organizers of both events. 
 The group has wound down for the summer 
and with just one more playout planned members 
are going different ways and will regroup in 
August.  Plenty of time for some quiet picking on 
the porch . . . or wherever life leads.  Have a great 
summer everyone. 
 The group is always delighted to welcome new 
members and visitors and can be contacted at 
goldcountryplayers@gmail.com or through our 
Facebook page www.facebook.com/gold 
countryplayers 

Land of Waterfalls 
Dulcimer Players 

 The regular dulcimer group of Land of 
Waterfalls Dulcimer Players welcomed six new 
novice players into their practices and playouts and 
is thrilled with their level of skill and enthusiasm.  
These players have spent the last two winters 
working thru Carol Walker’s Books 1 and 2 and 
were gradually introduced to playing out on 
occasion.  Their enthusiasm and willingness to ask 
for help and make suggestions adds to the overall 
health of the group. 
 Originally 20 individuals showed up to take the 
first bimonthly beginner classes two years ago but 
through the months many moved, decided it wasn’t 
for them or had job commitments.  The six 
remaining students faithfully attended twice month 
and worked hard at improving their fingering and 
strum.  After playing in church a week ago with the 
new novice players, the group received many 
compliments.  So the regular group is moving ahead 
with renewed vigor as invitations continue to come 
in from the community for playouts. 

Yonah Pickers 
 “It’s summer time, and the living is easy.”  So 
the Yonah Pickers are taking a month off from 
practices.  There will be no regular 
meetings/practices for the Yonah Pickers during the 
month of July.  They will continue to perform in the 

various venues to which they are committed.  See 
y’all in August.  bswhitmire@windstream.net. 
 

 
 
 
 

July 24-29, 2016 

 
September 28-30, 2016 

 
 You are cordially invited to come join the fun 
on beautiful Lake Guntersville for a three-day 
mountain dulcimer workshop  
 Please visit the website for detailed instructor, 
workshop and registration information, www. 
Melodies-and-musings.com. 
 Save the date, then register as soon as possible 
as class sizes are limited.  Come join the fun!  We 
look forward to seeing you this year. 

September 30-October 2, 2016 
 PEACH JAM at FDR State Park, Pine Mt., 
GA September 30, October 1 & 2. (Camping-
Cabins-Pine Mountain Motel(s) -Day Trippers) 
 Earlybirds:  Plan to come a few days early for 
leisurely VISITING, JAMMING, FOOD 
SWAPPING, and PERSONAL DAY 
EXCURSIONS to Calloway Gardens, Warm 
Springs and surrounding area.  Gathering point is 
Campground Section #2 covered shelter.  (More 
detailed information will be posted to 
www.ngfda.org, NGFDA newsletter and Facebook). 

Join Us Online 
at ngfda.org 

 

Upcoming Events 
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SATELLITE AREA FREQUENCY TIME LOCATION CONTACT 

Allatooners Kennesaw, GA Monthly, 2nd Mon. 6:30-9:00 First United Lutheran Church 
of Kennesaw 
3481 Campus Loop Rd 
(formerly Frey Lake Rd.) 

Peggy Martin 678-478-2456 
martin.pb@comcast.net 
www.allatooners.org 
Satellite Scribe:  Marianne Wurtele 
bluegrass_m@hotmail.com  

AlphaFretters     Not Currently Meeting 
Bent Tree Strings Jasper, GA Monthly, 4th Thurs. 2:30-4:30 Club Tamarack Dining Room 

in Bent Tree.  Bent Tree is 6 
miles east of Jasper off Cove 
Road. 

Carol Lesley 770-893-2019 
Carol.Lesley@tds.net 

Blue Ridge Blue Ridge, GA Bimonthly 
1st & 3rd Mondays 

1:00-3:00 Shepherd of the Hills 
Lutheran Church 
Hwy. 515 at Forge Mill Road 

Anne Bailey 706-632-3854  
Teri Godfirnon 
terig@windstream.net 

Dalton Dulcimers Dalton, GA Weekly 
Wednesdays 

2:30 First United Methodist 
Church 
500 S. Thornton Ave. 

Sherry Patterson 706-278-7256 
jspatts@windstream.net 

Dixieland Dulcimers Griffin, GA Weekly-Mondays 10:00 Crestview Baptist Church 
fellowship hall, Griffin, GA 

Donna Harpe 770-228-5597 
phillip_harpe@bellsouth.net 
John Garret 770-223-8405 
jgsped@yahoo.com 
Dave Graves 770-227-4890 
drg636@gmail.com 

Garden City Strummers Evans, GA WeeklyMon. 6:00-8:00 4537 Glenda Lane 
Evans, GA  30809 

Pat & Bill Colbert 706-860-3437 
pogosbill@aol.com 

Gold Country Players Gainesville, GA Weekly – Thurs. 
Beginners 
 
Everyone 

 
12:45-
1:15 
1:30-3:30 

First Baptist Church 
Room 208, 751 Green Street, 
N.W. 
Room 235 

Ro Johnson 
goldcountryplayers@gmail.com 

Gwinnoters Lawrenceville, GA Monthly, 3rd Sun. 1:30-4:30 Fairview Presbyterian 
857 Duluth Hwy. 
(Hwy. 120) 

Gwen Caeli 678-863-4342 
gwencaeli@gmail.com 
Linda Depkin suzie.d@mindspring.com 

Hammered Dulcimer Support Group for Hammered Dulcimer Inquiries Agene Parsons 423-718-5730 
ageneparsons@gmail.com 

Hart String-Strummers Hartwell, GA Monthly – 1st Mon. 
Monthly – 3rd Sat. 

12:30 
12:30 

Member’s Home 
Hartwell Art Center 

Call Mary Alice Ray at 706-371-0176 for directions to the 
Monday meeting or for more information 

Hilltop Strummers Woodstock-Canton, 
GA 

Weekly – Tues. 1:30-3:30 Canton First UMC 
930 Lower Scott Mill Road, 
Canton, GA 
Exit 16 at I-575 

Bob & Sandra Hange 770-265-5308 
bhange65@gmail.com 

In Town Down Home Atlanta, GA Monthly, 3rd Sat. 2:00 Tenth Street United 
Methodist Church 
425 Tenth Street, NW 

Cathy Watts 770-377-8734 
chwatts@mindspring.com 
Rudine Davis H 404-250-0605; C 404-790-7179 

LaGrange Dulcimer 
Troupers 

LaGrange, GA Weekly, Thurs. 
mornings 
 
Weekly, Tues. 

10:45-
12:15 
 
11:30 

First United Methodist 
Church for jamming & prac. 
 
Beginning classes 

Ann and Perry Wilder 706-882-5027 
perrylwilder@bellsouth.net 

Land of Waterfalls 
Dulcimer Players 

Brevard & vicinity, 
NC 

1st, 2nd & 3rd Wed.-
Practice 
4th Wed.-Playouts 

1:00-2:30 St Philip's Episcopal Church  
256 East Main St 
Brevard, NC 

Satellite Scribe:  Carol Juhl 828-862-8422 
cajuhl1234@gmail.com 
Ann Brown 828-877-5506 

Middle Georgia Dulcimer 
Club 

Macon, GA Monthly, 2nd Sat. 1:00 
Lesson 
2:00-4:00 
Jam 

Young America School of 
Music 
6361 Zebulon Road 

Barbara Stevens 478-457-6539 
gbs468@aol.com 
Karen Stewart 478-954-6759 
galadybug53@gmail.com 

Mountain Sounds Blairsville, GA Bimonthly 
2nd & 4th Tues. 

1:30-3:30 Senior Center Roxanne Gill 
roxannegill47@gmail.com 

Oconee Belles & Beaus Salem, SC Bimonthly, 2nd Thurs. 
 
4th Tues. 

2:00-4:00 
1:00-3:00 

Keowee Key (Routes 130 & 
183 So. of Salem, SC) 
Activity Center, Whitewater 
Room 

Joan Krech 864-944-7094 
joankrech@bellsouth.net 
Bonnie Lamarand 864-888-3328 
lmrnd@att.net 

Peach Pickers Sharpsburg, GA Monthly, 2nd. Sun. 3:00-5:00 Trinity Church 
8817 Highway 54 W 
Sharpsburg, GA  
 

Pat Hobson 770-461-2522 
pohobson@gmail.com 
Wanda Dawkins 678-899-0453 
hrwmdawk@yahoo.com 

Sonic Sounds Dulcimer 
Club 
(EDIMGIAFAD) 

Centerville, GA Weekly, Thurs. 6:00-6:30 
Lesson 
7:15-Jam 

1st United Methodist Church 
600 N. Houston Lake Rd. 

Laneah Maddox 912-687-3621 
laneahmaddox@yahoo.com 
http://wrmusic.tripod.com/sonicsoundsdulcimerclub 

Whistle Stop Pickers East Alabama/ West 
Georgia (Auburn-
Opelika area) 

Weekly, Sat. 1:00-3:00 Lee County Historical Society 
Museum 
6500 Stage Road 
(Hwy 14) 
Loachapoka, AL 

Allen & Deborah McCord 334-821-1301 
 334-703-3646 (cell) 
mccord0304@gmail.com 

Yonah Pickers Cleveland, GA 
Clarkesville, GA 
 

Bimonthly  
2nd & 4th Sun. 
Bimonthly-Beginners 
1st & 3rd Mon. 
Bimonthly-Everyone 
1st & 3rd Mon. 

2:00-4:00 
 
1:00-1:45 
 
 2:00-4:00 

First Presbyterian Church of 
Cleveland 
Bethlehem Baptist Church in 
Clarkesville 
 

Lynn McCollum 706-499-3212 
Lynnmccollum50@gmail.com 
 
 
 
Email lynnmccollum50@gmail.com for details. 

NGFDA sanctions these groups as satellites, but each one sets its own agenda, meeting place and procedures. Last Updated   06/20/2016



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

NGFDA Membership Form 
 

Please start/renew my membership in NGFDA, including a subscription to the monthly Foothills Footnotes newsletter.  Tab books 
available to members only, one copy per member at a cost of $10 (if mailed, add $2 mailing fee).  Individual membership:  $20.  
Family membership:  $30.  Please make checks payable to NGFDA.  Dues, according to NGFDA bylaws, are renewable each 
November regardless of when you join. 
 
Name  
 
Address  
 
City  State  Zip  
 
Home Phone  E-mail address*:  
 
Membership Status (check one):  New  Renewing 
 
Playing Level (check one):  Beginner   Intermediate  Advanced 
 
*Members can automatically access our monthly newsletter at www.ngfda.org by clicking “newsletter” and entering 
your email address as listed above.  The newsletter is posted around the 25th of each month.   
 
I wish to get my newsletter   on the NGFDA website  by email  by mail 
 
Do you want to order a Tab Book? (check one)  Yes /  No  
 Please add $12.00 for Tab Book and postage 
 Tab Book  $  
 
 Membership Fee $  
 
 Total Enclosed $  
 

Mail membership form and payment to:  NGFDA    P.O. Box 522    Demorest, GA  30535 


