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2013 Fall Festival Update November  
 It’s not too early to start thinking about the 2013 Fall Festival at Unicoi November 20-24th.  Attached in 
this issue of the newsletter is a reservation form with instructions on how to make your reservation with Unicoi 
State Park and Lodge. 
 NGFDA has negotiated great prices this year when staying in the “Lodge Only” which will include a 
breakfast for a single/double occupancy room (2 people).  Each additional person (over 2) staying in the room 
will be charged only $15.00 but that will also include a breakfast for them.  Below is a schedule of prices 
published for Unicoi -Event #E05469 
 

Less than 3 nights $   109.00 per 
night + tax  

1 or 2-people Breakfast 1 or 2 people 

3-nights $    99.00 per night 
+ tax 

1 or 2-people Breakfast 1 or 2 people 

4 nights or more $    89.00 per night 
+ tax 

1 or 2-people Breakfast 1 or 2 people 

 
 When making your reservation on telephone at 1-706-878-2201 you must include Event #E05469 to 
receive these special rates. 
 Unicoi has already received several reservations for this popular event so don’t be late and get your 
reservation made today! 
 

********************************************************
New Guidelines for NGFDA 
Membership Dues in 2014 

 The NGFDA Board has voted and adopted a 
calendar year (January-December) as the official 
membership year.  Beginning January, 2014 all 
membership dues will become due on January 1.  In 
past years dues were payable on the anniversary 
date one year after they joined.  For example if 
someone joined in July your membership was due 
the following July.   
 So in this calendar year if someone joins in July 
of 2013 their membership will run only until 
December of 2013 and then they will have to renew 
their dues on January 1, 2014.  There will not be 
any pro-ration of dues for a new member this year. 

 Every year during the Fall Festival Registration 
members have a chance to renew their membership 
through the registration process by including the 
dues payment with their registration payment.  This 
process will continue to help defray the cost of 
membership notifications being printed and sent to 
all members in January.   
 So if you have already renewed your dues for 
2013 you are ok with membership until January 1, 
2014. 
 
 

Join Us Online At 
NGFDA.org 
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Membership News 
by Lynn McCollum 

Membership Coordinator 
 Thank you all for working with us 
and getting your dues caught up.  It is 
still a work in progress.  An easy way 
to remember is when the Fall Festival 
rolls around- if you attend, include it 
in your check. If you don’t attend, fill 
out the back sheet of the newsletter 
and send it on in to me.  If we all keep 
in mind that each November your 
membership renewal is due, it will 
make it easier.  I will remind everyone 
in the October newsletter. 
 I would like to welcome the 
following to the NGFDA.  Happy 
Strumming: 
• Patricia Kelser 

Acworth, GA 
• Leroy & Linda Depkin 

Conyers, GA 
• Dale & Mary Hardee 

Cleveland, GA 
• Betty Reece 

Ellijay, GA 
• Terri Jolly 

Oak Ridge, TN 
2013 Off To A Great 

Start!! 
by Vice-President, Ron Rowland 

 
NGFDA Members Left to right, Mac Marino, 
Wayne and Mary Howell, Ginny Rowland, 
Helen Simmons, Ron Rowland 
 
 As I spend the winters in Key 
West (KW), the Bing Futch events 
here were great as usual.  The sunset 
cruise just for dulcimer players was 
the highlight of all the events but it 
was a bit of a challenge playing music 
on the open ocean on top of a 60 foot 

sloop.  There were also six NGFDA 
members here in KW and they provided 
music at several locations throughout the 
island to include playing at Fort Zachary 
Taylor for two days during "Civil War 
days". 
 The upcoming festival schedule is 
full of dulcimer events, plan to attend 
some or all of them.  We all want to be 
better players; one way is to NEVER put 
your dulcimer in the case at home, leave 
it out in plain view as you go by it 
several times a day to remind yourself 
that you need to 
practice/practice/practice when you have 
a few minutes, you know you want too! 
 Hope to see you at future events 
getting to be better players.  Looks like 
we will be getting a new satellite group, 
this is great news, give them your 
support. 
About The Tablature . . . 
 "When Butch Ross opened for Bill 
Staines last fall, he received a rare 
accolade: a standing ovation for an 
opening act.  He transforms the lowly 
mountain dulcimer into a virtuoso's 
instrument, drawing from it unexpected 
power and expressiveness.  He mixes old 
country and Appalachian songs with his 
own wordy, literate, poetic ballads about 
people, places, and situations you might 
read about in a good book of short 
stories.  He has a strong clear voice and a 
stage presence of boyish charm. --
Minstrel Coffeehouse" 
 Butch says about La Partida:  Also 
called, "Quiero Ser Tu Sombra (I want to 
be your shadow)," this is a Venezuelan 
waltz that's often done by beginning 
Spanish players, if you look it up on the 
interwebs you'll see it's a bit more 
complicated than my version.  That's 
because I tabbed it from memory, and 
my memory ain't that good.  This one 
lends itself well to fingerpicking too.  
” 
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March 7-10, 2013 
 Fantastic line-up; West Baton of Instructors Rouge 
Parish including Museum, Port Allen, Louisiana:  Steve 
Eulberg, Peggy Carter, Dave Haas, Judy Dugas, Margaret 
Wright, Bob and Rose Taunton, Ken Bloom, Paul Andry, 
Guy and Shari George, Steve Bing and Denise Guillory.  
Laisez les bon temps route:  Enjoy concerts, open state, 
Mardi Gras parade, lots of jammin’, crawfish eatin’, levee 
jam, door prizes.  Join our orchestra.  Dulcimer sick?  Bob 
Magowan is the dulcimer doctor. 
 For more information:  website:  
http://www.lagniappedulcimer.org or contact Helen 
Bankston at hmbankston@cox.net. 
 To be held at West Baton Rouge Parish Museum, 
Port Allen, Louisiana. 

March 15-17, 2013 
 Ohio Valley Gathering, a 27-year-old traditional 
music festival. 
 OVG is an Acoustic Music Festival.  Put on in March 
each spring, it features the mountain and hammered 
dulcimer.  
 You will find all traditional instruments at the 
Gathering.  Classes are held each year in these types of 
instruments.  Friday and Saturday night concerts, Sunday 
morning church.  Over 50 hours of classes on Saturday.  
Forth plus vendors selling handmade music instruments 
and music related items all weekend. 
 The Ohio Valley Gathering is supported by Friends of 
the Ohio Valley Gathering.  If you would like to Join our 
Dulcimer Family In supporting the Gathering, please 
contact Dan Hamilton at 18 Gotez Drive, Cold Springs, 
KY. 41076.  For a $25.00 donation you will 
become a member of Friends of the OVG to help keep it 
going on for many years to come.  Dan will need your 
name, e-mail address, phone number, and mailing address. 
Some benefits as a member are an annual collector pin, 
discount on festival shirts, and admisson to the Gathering 
 Ohio Valley Gathering 2013 will be held at Hilton 
Downtown in Lexington, Kentucky.  To make room 
reservations, please call the Hilton. at 1-859-231-9000, 
Room code is OVG13.  The festival runs from noon on 
Friday, March 15 through 11:00 a.m. Sunday, March 17.  If 
you have questions, please call 812-498-4804 e-mail at 
rustyemb@gmail.com.  

March 23-24, 2013 
 Dulcimer players are invited to both jam and 
demonstrate our instrument in the heart of historic Stone 
Mountain Village at the 4th Annual Blue Grassroots Music 
& Arts Festival, March 23-24.  The invitation is extended 
by Festival Co-Founder John Kelley, an NGFDA member 
and traditional musician.  This community outreach is a 
prime opportunity to share the dulcimer, its heritage and 
traditions that have filtered down through the generations, 
and introduce it to upcoming generations. 

 Music will fill every nook and cranny of the Village.  
In addition to the dulcimer gathering, there will be band 
contests, two stages featuring old-time bands, bluegrass 
bands and traditional dancing.  If you are looking to expand 
your music experience, sit in on workshops such as the old-
time slow jam.  Remember, festivities are not inside the 
Stone Mountain Theme Park, but in the village that sits in 
the shadow of the big rock - and remember to bring a 
playing chair.  

April 18-21, 2013 
 Fifth Annual Lee County Gathering—Old Time 
Music Festival. 
 Pokey the Turtle says:  Great music, fun, dance, and 
food await you at Pioneer Park in Loachapoka, AL on 
Highway 14. 
 Our fabulous line-up of instructors include: Joe 
Collins, Anne Lough, Marsha Harris, The Nameless 
Trio, along with local artists.  Special children’s classes 
will be held on both Friday and Saturday.  The event is 
hosted by Bob and Rose Taunton, Allen and Deborah 
McCord and the Whistle Stop Pickers.  For more 
information including registration, flyers, schedule of 
events, and class descriptions, please visit the website at 
www.leecountygathering.com.  Sponsored in part by the 
Alabama State Council on the Arts.  

May 26-June 2, 2013 
 Hammer dulcimer and painting workshop in Ireland. 
 Choose a daytime class of Irish music for hammered 
dulcimer (intermediate) taught by Karen Ashbrook or Plein 
Art Painting with Jeanean Songco Martin.  Daily 
excursions to beautiful sites including the Cliffs of Moher 
and the Aran Islands!  Evening classes of pennywhistle, 
print making, lectures, Irish music sessions, pub outings 
and more. 
 Cost:  $1,200.00 covers room, board, all activities and 
all ground transportation (including to and from Shannon 
airport).  $1,200.00 total if deposit of $400.00 received by 
January 15, 2013.  After January 15, cost is $1,350.00. 
 For more information:  http://karenashbrook. 
Com/Ireland2013.html.  Contact Karen Ashbrook at 
mail@karenashbrook.com. 
 
 
 

Dulcimer Troupers 
 The Dulcimer Troupers recently shared love songs 
and hymns with residents of two nursing homes in 
LaGrange and with members of several senior church 
groups in the Pine Mountain Baptist Association. 
 Nancy Larson is teaching a 10 week course in learning 
basic mountain dulcimer playing skills.  Using the 
curriculum that she has developed over the last 14½ years, 
Nancy has taught literally hundreds of people how to play 
the dulcimer.  Two or three beginner classes are taught 
each year. 

continued on page 6 
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Spotlight on Satellites 
Dulcimer Troupers 

continued from page 5 
 In order to make a smooth transition as they join the 
Dulcimer Troupers, players are invited to come to a 45 
minute session before the weekly Trouper meeting.  This 
special time is for reinforcing skills learned in the beginner 
class, improving on basic techniques, and gaining 
confidence in playing.  Players in this group are encouraged 
to share playing issues.  Some of the more experienced 
players enjoy the more moderate pace of this session. 
 Lorinda Jones and Greta Gillmeister taught a 
workshop and played a concert for the Dulcimer Troupers 
in February.  They taught some song tunes and variations 
including harmony, bass, chords, and backup.  The group 
had fun putting the parts together in ensemble 
arrangements.  The concert of Celtic music played on 
Celtic harp, mountain dulcimer, Celtic flute, and Irish tin 
whistle was a beautiful experience. 
 For the past 17 years nationally known storytellers 
have been spinning their tales at The Azalea Storytelling 
Festival held in LaGrange the first weekend in March.  
Sacred storytelling is presented on Sunday morning, and 
the Troupers play hymns for the hour before the 
storytelling begins.  This venue at the beautiful LaGrange 
College Callaway Auditorium with its great acoustics is 
one of our favorites.  Some of the hymns are sing-alongs 
and some are played as instrumental ensemble 
arrangements with the mountain dulcimers, guitars, 
recorder, harmonica, and bowed psaltery. 

Dalton Dulcimers 

 
 

 
 Dalton Dulcimers joyfully celebrated the Valentine’s 
Day elopement of members Kathy Woody and Clyde Elrod 
at the February 20 practice. 
 A true union of dulcimer and guitar. Playing partners 
have become partners in life! 
 After having to cancel the January activities the Land 
of Waterfalls Dulcimer Players are back together and 
continuing to grow in size with new beginners being added.  
Although the group doesn't offer beginner classes, the new 
players are being absorbed and privately coached by 
individual members and encouraged to attend workshops.  
New members always add fresh ideas and are welcome. 
 The group will be playing during a Lenten service at 
St Philip's Episcopal Church in March as well as the usual 
senior centers.  The weekly group practices have been 
changed from a Senior Center to the basement of St Philip's 
Church. 
 Anne Lough will be spending the day with the group 
in Brevard during the Brevard Spring Dulcimer Day on 
April 13.  More details about this next month or those 
interested can contact Don Burger at 
donb1449@yahoo.com.  

Middle Georgia Dulcimer Club 
 The Middle Georgia Dulcimer Club met at The 
Young America School of Music for the regular monthly 
meeting Saturday, February 9.  The group welcomed 
several first-time listeners.  The class time was followed 
by an open jam session.  Plans are in the works for the 
group to play at Gordon Baptist Church in March. 
 The club will meet for its regular monthly meeting 
in March on Saturday March 9 at The Young America 
School of Music at 6361 Zebulon Rd Macon GA 31220 
from 1:00-4:00.  The Club meets on the second Saturday 
of each month.  The first hour is designated for mountain 
dulcimer class – all levels are welcomed.  After lesson 
time the group will have an “any instrument welcome” 
jam session. 

continued on page 7 
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Spotlight on Satellites 
Middle Georgia Dulcimer Club 

continued from page 6 
 Everyone is welcome to come and play with the 
club on second Saturday at Young America Music 
School. 

Yonah Pickers 

 
 This month the Yonah Pickers have been “on the 
road” in more than one way.  They have had the pleasure of 
providing entertainment in various local venues and also 
have had the opportunity to hone their individual skills by 
attending workshops.  Attendance at workshops always 
enriches the attendee, and then they have the opportunity 
bring new energy/ideas back to their group.  That was 
certainly the case for members of Yonah Pickers recently.  
The pictured group of YP members attended the First 
Annual Florida Gulf Coast Dulcimer Festival with Bing 
Futch and Guy and Sharrie George presenting.  They 
brought back new ideas, thoughts, skills, and instruments.  
The new instruments included two pennywhistles and one 
Native American Flute to add to the group repertoire.  On a 
personal level, their response to the workshop was 
resoundingly positive.  One member commented, “I highly 
recommend it next year.  The ones that just went have 
already signed up for next year.” 
 Another member attended the always popular, annual 
Winterfest in North Carolina, presented by Joe Collins.  
She returned with new ensemble arrangements for several 
songs and new “bass” ideas among other items.  At home, 
the group was particularly touched recently during a 
performance at a local senior center.  The performance was 
near President’s Day so “My County ‘Tis of Thee” was 
added to the song list.  During the playing and singing of 
this song, many members of the audience stood up and 
most joined in with spirited singing.  It was meaningful on 
many levels especially since there were several veterans 
and widows of veterans present. 

 
 The group also has a new logo (see photo).  It is 
currently being embroidered on new group shirts and 
should be showing up soon at performances!   
 The “john quills” are in full bloom and other spring 
flowers are beginning to poke their little green leaves 
above the winter soil.  Just around the corner are outside 
performances, picnics, and new beginnings.  What a 
lovely time of year to travel north and join this warm 
and welcoming group in one or more of their weekly 
sessions.  All instruments and all ability levels are 
welcome.  For information about this article please 
contact: bswhitmire@windstream.net.  

Whistle Stop Pickers 
 Last fall, the Pickers produced their second CD 
titled, “Tell Me the Story,” with often overlooked 
Christmas hymns and carols.  The group plays by 
appointment for senior adult centers, church groups, 
assisted living facilities and nursing homes.  Practice 
continues each Saturday from 1:00 to 3:00 for all level 
of players at the Lee County Historical Society Museum 
in Loachapoka.  Hammered dulcimer and autoharp 
lessons are being offered to new and first time players.  
Everyone is welcome.  If you would like to learn to play 
mountain dulcimer, hammered dulcimer, or autoharp 
please join us.  The group has instruments available for 
practice.  All acoustic instruments are welcome for 
jamming.  For more information call Deborah 334-703-
3646.  
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SATELLITE AREA FREQUENCY TIME LOCATION CONTACT 
AlphaFretters     Not Currently Meeting 
Bent Tree Strings Jasper, GA Monthly, 4th Thurs. 2:30-

4:30 
Club Tamarack Dining 
Room in Bent Tree.  Bent 
Tree is 6 miles east of 
Jasper off Cove Road. 

Carol Lesley 770-893-2019 
Carol.Lesley@tds.net 

Blue Ridge Blue Ridge, GA Bimonthly 
1st & 3rd Mondays 

1:00-
3:00 

Shepherd of the Hills 
Lutheran Church 
Hwy. 515 at Forge Mill 
Road 

Anne Bailey 706-632-3854  
Suzanne Carter 
suzanne1951@windstream.net 

Dalton Dulcimers Dalton, GA Weekly 
Wednesdays 

2:30 First United Methodist 
Church 
500 S. Thornton Ave. 

Sherry Patterson 706-278-7256 
jspatts@windstream.net 

Frettin’ On Faith Ringgold, GA Weekly, Sundays 4:00 First Baptist Church 
downtown Ringgold on 
U.S. Highway 41 (Nashville 
St.) in the choir/music room 

Michael Whitfield 706-673-6730 
mewhitfield@optilink.us 
Website:  www.tiptopwebsite.com/frettin 

Gainesville Strummers Gainesville, GA Weekly – Thurs. 1:00-
3:00 

First Baptist Church 
Room 208, 751 Green 
Street, N.W. 

Bob Weaver 770-540-5278 
bobweaver6@gmail.com.  

Garden City Strummers Augusta, GA Monthly, 3rd Mon. 5:30-
7:30 

Marks Baptist Church 
1405 Marks Church Rd. 

Betty Fleming 706-541-2146 
bfleming7823@comcast.net 

Gwinnoters Lawrenceville, GA Monthly, 3rd Sun. 1:30-
4:30 

Fairview Presbyterian 
857 Duluth Hwy. 
(Hwy. 120) 

Gwen Caeli 678-863-4342 
gwencaeli@bellsouth.net 
Nora Roy 770-963-2541  
nsr45@charter.net 

Hart String-Strummers Hartwell, GA Bimonthly 
2nd Tues. & 
4th Sat. 

Tues.-
6:30 
Sat.-1:30 

Hart Regional Arts Council 
Art Center 
338 E. Howell St. 

Mary Alice Ray 706-376-6591 
706-371-0176 
mary.alice.ray@gmail.com 

Hilltop Strummers Woodstock-
Canton, GA 

Weekly – Tues. 1:30-
3:30 

Canton First UMC 
930 Lower Scott Mill Road, 
Canton, GA 
Exit 16 at I-575 

Dan or Barbara Asperger 
678-493-6970 (H); 770-633-1987 (C) 
daasp@windstream.net or bjasperger@gmail.com 

In Town Down Home Atlanta, GA Monthly, 3rd Sat. 2:00 Tenth Street United 
Methodist Church 
425 Tenth Street, NW 

Cathy Watts 770-393-3454 
chwatts@mindspring.com 

LaGrange Dulcimer 
Troupers 

LaGrange, GA Weekly, Thurs. 
mornings 
 
Weekly, Tues. 

10:45-
12:15 
 
11:30 

First United Methodist 
Church for jamming & prac. 
 
Beginning classes 

Ann and Perry Wilder 706-882-5027 
perrylwilder@bellsouth.net 

Land of Waterfalls 
Dulcimer Players 

Brevard & vicinity, 
NC 

Weekly, Wed. 1:00-
3:00 

St Philip's Episcopal 
Church  
256 East Main St 
Brevard, NC 

Mary Sherwood 828-966-9628 sherwood@comporium.net 
Ann Brown 828-877-5506 grumps@comporium.net 

Middle Georgia Dulcimer 
Club 

Macon, GA Monthly, 2nd Sat. 1:00 
Lesson 
2:00-
4:00 Jam 

Young America School of 
Music 
6361 Zebulon Road 

Ron Rowland 478-968-0684 
ronrowland@windstream.net 
Karen Stewart 478-954-6759 
galadybug53@gmail.com 

Mountain Sounds Blairsville, GA Bimonthly 
2nd & 4th Tues. 

1:30-
3:30 

Senior Center LaDale Trimble 706-835-1688 
raydale@windstream.net 

N.W. Allatooners Kennesaw, GA Monthly, 2nd Sun. 
Beginners 
 
All Levels 

 
1:30-
2:30 
2:30-
3:30 

TBD Peggy Martin 678-478-2456 
martin.pb@comcast.net 
www.allatooners.org 
Satellite Scribe:  Diana (DeeDee) Nash 
muffyqnash@yahoo.com  

Oconee Belles & Beaus Salem, SC Bimonthly, 2nd Thurs. 
 
4th Tues. 

2:00-
4:00 
1:00-
3:00 

Keowee Key (Routes 130 
& 183 So. of Salem, SC) 
Activity Center, Whitewater 
Room 

Joan Krech 864-944-7094 
joankrech@bellsouth.net 
Bonnie Lamarand 864-888-3328 
lmrnd@att.net 

Peach Pickers Peachtree City, GA Monthly, 2nd. Sun. 3:00-
5:00 

The Bridge Community 
Center 
208 Willowbend Road 

Pat Hobson 770-461-2522 
phobson@mindspring.com 
Sam and Rhoda Greene 678-833-5995 (Home) 
Sam@greenemountaindulcimer.com 
Rhoda@greenemountainembroidery.com 

SEHDP (Southeastern 
Hammered Dulcimer 
Players) 

Support Group for 
Local HD Satellites 

 
www.SEHDP.com for Individual Satellite Info. 

www.sehdp.shutterfly.com 
Patsy Jordan sehdpmail@gmail.com 

Sonic Sounds Dulcimer 
Club 
(EDIMGIAFAD) 

Centerville, GA Weekly, Thurs. 6:00-
6:30 
Lesson 
7:15-Jam 

1st United Methodist 
Church 
600 N. Houston Lake Rd. 

Laneah Maddox 478-971-8223 
 912-687-3621 
laneahmaddox@yahoo.com 
http://wrmusic.tripod.com/sonicsoundsdulcimerclub 

Whistle Stop Pickers East Alabama/ 
West Georgia 
(Auburn-Opelika 
area) 

Weekly, Sat. 1:00-
3:00 

Lee County Historical 
Society Museum 
6500 Stage Road 
(Hwy 14) 
Loachapoka, AL 

Allen & Deborah McCord 334-821-1301 
 334-703-3646 (cell) 
mccord0304@gmail.com 

Yonah Pickers Helen, GA 
 
 
Clarkesville, GA 
 
Cornelia, GA 

Bimonthly 
2nd & 4th Sun. 
 
Bimonthly Practice 
1st & 3rd Mon. 
Bimonthly-Beginners 
1st & 3rd Sat. 

2:00-
4:00 
 
2:00-
4:00 
2:00-
4:00 

Helen Presbyterian Church 
8895 N. Main St. 
 
Bethlehem Baptist Church 
624 Hwy. 197 North 

Lynn McCollum 706-499-3212 
lynnmccollum@windstream.net 
 
 
 
 
Email lynnmccollum@windstream.net for details. 

      
NGFDA sanctions these groups as satellites, but each one sets its own agenda, meeting place and procedures. Last Updated 02/19/2013



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NGFDA Membership Form 
 

Please start/renew my membership in NGFDA, including a subscription to the monthly Foothills Footnotes newsletter.  Tab books 
available to members only, one copy per member at a cost of $7 (if mailed, add $4 mailing fee).  Individual membership:  $20.  
Family membership:  $30.  Please make checks payable to NGFDA.  Dues, according to NGFDA bylaws, are renewable each 
November regardless of when you join. 
 
Name  
 
Address  
 
City  State  Zip  
 
Home Phone  E-mail address*:  
 
Membership Status (check one):  New  Renewing 
 
Playing Level (check one):  Beginner   Intermediate  Advanced 
 
*Members can automatically access our monthly newsletter at www.ngfda.org by clicking “newsletter” and entering 
your email address as listed above.  The newsletter is posted around the 25th of each month.   
 
I wish to get my newsletter   on the NGFDA website  by mail 
 
Do you want to order a Tab Book? (check one)  Yes /  No  
 Please add $11.00 for Tab Book and postage 
 Tab Book $  
 
 Membership Fee $  
 
 Total Enclosed $  
 

Mail membership form and payment to:  NGFDA    P.O. Box 522    Demorest, GA  30535 


