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NGFDA 2012 Slate of Nominees

The General Meeting will be held on Friday,
November 18, at 4:15 p.m. in the large meeting hall
during Fall Festival. The Nominating Committee is
pleased to announce the following slate of nominees for
positions on the NGFDA Board of Directors. The slate
has been approved by the current Board, and an election
of officers will be held at the general meeting.

By NGFDA Bylaws, all terms of office shall begin
immediately upon election.

The following nominees have agreed to serve if
elected:

President Tom Womack
Vice President Sam Greene
Secretary Ann Wilder
Treasurer Mike VanDemark
Assistant Treasurer Melanie Ligon
Fall Festival Director Mike VanDemark

Peach Jam 2011

By President Tom Womack

The gathering started on Tuesday as campers
and day-trip people trickled in. Peach Jam is one of
the most casual, comfortable, laid back events of the
year sponsored by our club. No one is expecting to
attend classes and there is really no daily routine,
except for listening to the warble of avian life and
chipping of squirrels harmonizing with the soothing
voice of the dulcimer.

Camping folks can laze for days sharing time
between the restful homestead of their tents or RVs
and the communal gathering of the shelter. The
setting is optimal for musing with campsites within
hearing distance of the shelter. Sweet sounds of the
dulcimer and open-back banjo, hammered dulcimer,
and squeeze-box drift through the campgrounds and
invite all to the inner circle to join in with the jam.

The weekend begins with a large Friday
evening circle of players whose lively playing was
held up by the friendly bass thump provided by Bob
Taunton of the Whistle Stop Pickers Satellite.

Players were taking turns choosing the songs and
each tune continued until the leader remembered to
lift a foot. Occasionally the leader forgot to signal
with the foot and the easy going group just played a
few hundred AABB sets.

There was a dynamite hammered dulcimer
section from Alabama who just kept coming up
with new tunes to teach to the group. Several
bowed dulcimer players added their quaint soothing
harmonies.

When the time came to return to their
campsites to settle down for the night, folks were
still humming Cluck Old Hen.

On Saturday morning, Bob Taunton gave a
very interesting ukulele lesson to a large circle of
uke aficionados. One tip that he gave was that one
cannot expect overnight achievement. He
recommends that one play at least 15 minutes, at
least once each day. With that in mind, he promises
that one will sense improvement and enjoy playing
within three months.  This concept applies to
learning the dulcimer as well.

Also on Saturday morning, Sam Greene taught
beginning lap dulcimer to a circle of enthusiasts.
Everyone loves Sam’s way of inspiring players. He
leaves an indelible print on their musical
personality.

After the lessons, the jam circle joined and
tunes proliferated until the folks were famished.
Following lunch, the ranks of the throng grew
mightily with the arrival of many day visitors. As
the music grew in power and emotion, laughter and
gaiety sprang forth from our shelter throughout the
afternoon generating wonder and admiration for all
who witnessed.

The spectacle broke its momentum at dusk for
a gathering to the table where the children of music
fell hungrily on vittles provided by each and every
one who gathered there.

continued on page 4
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PRESIDENT
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SALLY LONG
sallylong@tds.net
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MIKE VAN DEMARK
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PEGGY MARTIN
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770-439-9608
Foothills Footnotes
(ISSN 1559-1441)

POSTMASTER: Send any address
changes to Lynn McCollum, NGFDA,
Inc., PO Box 522, Demorest, GA
305353. You may also contact Lynn by
e-mail at lynnmccollum@windstream.net
All  other newsletter-related matters,
including  material  intended  for
publication, should be directed to
Barbara Joe at the email address listed in
the above column. The deadline for
publication ~ submissions  for  the
December issue is November 22, 2011
at 6:00 p.m.

Foothills Footnotes is published monthly
by the North Georgia Foothills Dulcimer
Association, Incorporated.
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Membership News

by Lynn McCollum
Membership Chairman
Welcome new members and

welcome back to old ones.

David Durrence

1603 Fir St.

Waycross, GA. 31505
912-283-4452
ddurrence@wayxcable.com
Bill Durrence

402 Lewis St.

Brooklet, GA 30415
912-842-2281
eldwhd@yahoo.com
Sandy Moss

P.O. Box 93

Coker Creek, TN. 37314
423-261-2885
mtnfolk@dishmail.net
Kathy Booker

P.O. Box 2026

Clayton, GA. 30525
706-782-9203
kbooker@windstream.net
Timothy Coons

1870 Windemere Dr. NE #A
Atlanta, GA. 30324
404-754-3069
tjpcoons@gmail.com
Clara Gillentine

135 West Idlewood Circle
West Columbia, SC 29170
803-796-3106
gillentinelc803@aol.com
Michael Quillman

1506 Grey Fox Run
Tallahassee, FL 32311
850-519-1056
mquillman@comcast.net
Janice Williams

204 Elohi Way

Loudon, TN 37774
865-458-2253
raljanwill@aol.com

Notice
Membership renewal deadline is
November 1%, Missed it? Fill out the form
on the last page of the newsletter and send
your renewal in NOW, so you won’t be
dropped from the rolls.

About The Tablature . . .

The tablature this month is was given
to us by Anne Lough. She says:

"This is a delightful Christmas tune
written by my "heroine,” Jean Ritchie. |
first heard it many years ago on her
Christmas album, Kentucky Christmas, Old
and New. She gave me permission to
arrange and publish it in my Christmas
book, Child In A Manger.

Just a quick note on my tab - | don't put
all the zeros in on the middle and bass
string if they are to be played open, just at
chord changes or beginnings of measures.
Assume all the strings are to be played
either open or with the fret numbers
indicated."

Note from your Editor: This
arrangement is copyrighted and should not
be photocopied without written permission.

Join Us Online At
www.ngfda.org

And The Winner is . ..

Nathaniel Samsel competed and won
the Georgia State Mountain Dulcimer
Championship  recently in  Hiwassee.
Congratulations, Nathaniel.
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Atk by Anne Lough

The Holly Tree Carol

Lisad by Permission, Geordie Music Publishing

Jean Ritchie
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Peach Jam 2011

continued from page 1

Two opposing camps showed forth their
strengths. There were those who started at the salad
end of the table and those who started at the dessert
end. Many went away sad that they did not have
the space within to try another dessert after their
first four were downed.

In all seriousness, later that evening when the
really big jam took place, many of the lap dulcimers
were riding atop greatly enlarged laps.

Obvious to all observers was that dulcimer players
never tire of sawing away at the Old Joe Clark, the
Mississippi Sawyer, and Rosen the Bow.

The players huddled within the warm light of
the shelter as the night rushed in. There was a cool
breeze blowing that was blocked by a tarp hung
across the side of the shelter. Bill Martin brought in
a Coleman heater that kept the feet warm and ready
to lift to call the end to each song.

The campers began drifting away as the moon
smiled down on the lake. Many hummed the tunes
while finding their way to their little campfires and
nightlights. Memories are made of this.

On Sunday morning, a small group formed to
play and sing spiritual hymns and gospel tunes.
Many campers from the surrounding area dropped
by to listen and sing along. Many of these folks had
been listening to the music drifting through the
campground for days and told us that they really
enjoyed the ambience.

Another Peach Jam has passed into history.
The faithful who attended included several couples
from Florida, about 25 Alabama pickers, many of
the LaGrange Troopers, as well as many members
from the Atlanta area.

This year, the Peach Jam was coordinated by
the Peach Jam Ninja Team, which consisted of
Barbara Durham (Orlando Contingency), Peggy
Martin (Allatooners Satellite), Alan and Deborah
McCord (Whistle Stop Pickers Satellite), Bob and
Rose Taunton (Whistle Stop Pickers Satellite), Ann
and Perry Wilder (LaGrange Troopers Satellite),
and Tom Womack (Allatooners Satellite).

Special thanks go to Sam Greene for beginner
instruction all day Saturday, Bob Taunton for his
uke wisdom and delicate claw hammer playing, and
Nancy Larson for leading a slow jam.

Every member should plan to attend the
NGFDA Fall Festival at Unicoi State Park. But
please put the other club events on your calendar.
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In January, you do not want to miss “Mistletoe,” in
Augusta. In May, look forward to “Spring Thing”
at Hard Labor Creek State Park featuring the
mentoring and affable style of Bing Futch. All
event information can be found at www.ngfda.com.

[ Spotlight on Satellites }

Mountain Sounds
Mountain Sounds of Blairsville played for the
Senior Center on October 11. Nine members
performed, as well as Lucy Koles on spoons. As
usual, someone in the audience yelled out, "Do you
know Rocky Top?" Everyone seemed to really
enjoy the day, both performers and audience.

Middle Georgia Dulcimer Club

The Middle Georgia Dulcimer Club played
Saturday and Sunday, October 15 - 16 at the Fall
2011 Mossy Creek Barnyard Festival. Members of
the Middle Georgia Dulcimer Club played and
taught interested attendees a short dulcimer lesson
under the club’s tent. The Middle Georgia Club
was assisted both days by players from other
NGFDA satellite groups from Centerville, Jackson,
and Griffin. The group performed for the public
each day at 12:30 pm. The entire group thoroughly
enjoyed singing and playing music for the festival
attendees.

** |mportant meeting change notice for
November and December 2011:

The Middle Georgia Dulcimer Club will meet
for its regular monthly meeting at The Young
America School of Music at 6361 Zebulon Road,
Macon, Georgia on the first Saturday for the months
of November and December. The first hour is
designated for mountain dulcimer class — all levels
are welcomed — followed by an *“any instrument
welcome” jam session for the rest of the meeting
time. Everyone is welcome to come and play with
us on first Saturdays at Young America Music
School for November and December 2011. In
January 2012 the Middle Georgia Dulcimer Club
will return to the regular location at the Museum of
Arts and Sciences.

Everyone is invited to come and learn new
music and jam.

In Town Down Home
In Town Down Home will meet in November
on Saturday, November 12, at 2 p.m. since our
regular meeting is the Saturday of Fall Festival.
continued on page 5
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Spotlight on Satellites

continued from page 4
Yonah Pickers

This month has seen some new adventures for
the Yonah Pickers. They were able to participate in
a variety of activities including their first visit to the
Habersham County Historical Society. During that
performance, a 99 year old member of the audience
had his first experience with the mountain dulcimer
(see photo). On another occasion, several members
had a great time at the White County Senior Center.
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They continue to enjoy their monthly visits to this
group along with monthly and bi-monthly visits to
other groups in the area.

Practice has begun on their Christmas music
and several “new” songs. One very delightful set of
performances has been the “Camp Church” at the
Unicoi campgrounds amphitheater which they have
done once a month. Cold weather will call a halt to
this activity in November, but they will return in
March. Many comments have been made about
how wonderful it is to hear the sounds of the
dulcimers mix with the sounds of the singing of the
participants and the birds as well. One is reminded
of times long passed when the dulcimers where
often used as the main source of music in church
services in this area. The group remains grateful for
the many opportunities that they have to play for
others.

On October 14, a member of the group,
Nathaniel Samsel, who is now 13, won the Georgia
State Mountain Dulcimer Championship! This is
the latest in a long line of accomplishments for this
very gifted young man. His group remains very
proud of him. As always, they welcome visitors. If
you find yourself in the area on a practice day, stop
by and join the fun!! For more information please
contact: bswhitmire@windstream.net.

Land of Waterfalls Dulcimer

Players

October started with a great Dulcimer Day that
featuring Tull Glazener. The workshops and
concert were well attended and attracted several
out-of-town dulcimer players to the area for the
classes. One attendee decided to join the Waterfalls
Players group after meeting the members.

The local quilt guild has asked the group to
play on Saturday, October 29, during their quilt
show at the Lutheran church during Brevard's
annual Octoberfest festival. As usual, the members
played at the senior day care center with dulcimer
members dressing up in outrageous clothing to help
celebrate Hokey Pokey Day at the center. One
Saturday two members played at a sidewalk fund-
raising appeal to help raise money for the new
county animal shelter.

Mistletoe Jam — Save The Date
After the holidays does your social life come to
halt all of a sudden? Well, don’t get those mid-
winter blues; put the Mistletoe Jam on your
calendar. It’s on Martin Luther King weekend,
continued on page 6
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Mistletoe Jam — Save The Date
continued from page 5

January 14-15, at Mistletoe State Park near
Augusta, Georgia. Everything will be set up on
Friday evening for those who want to get a head
start. Cabins and campsites are available and a pot
luck supper is scheduled for Saturday night.
Contact Betty Fleming at 706-541-2146,
bfleming7823@comcast.net for more information.

Everyone had a great time last year with 35
players attending and more than 125 folks visiting.
Event will be inside, warm and dry, so don’t let the
weather keep you from coming.

Looking forward to another great year.

[ Upcoming Events ]
November 17-20, 2011

Thanks to all of you who have registered for
the Fall Festival, and we hope the online
registration process went smoothly for you. It
provided a significant savings in copies and
postage, not to mention hours of manual labor.

The instructors have been given their final class
counts in order to make the appropriate number of
handouts, so as in the past, please refrain from
changing classes. Should you find yourself in a
class of the wrong level, we will try to
accommodate you. Jamming will take place all day
in Smith Creek this year. We will need the space
for a breakfast meeting on Saturday and a class
Saturday afternoon, but all the rest of the time - jam
to your heart’s content. This room is not where
your jamming will bother other classes, so please
take advantage of having this space available. Plan
to stay through Sunday morning for the gathering
with Joe Collins, Anne Lough and Tull Glazener
again this year.

January 26-29, 2012

Third Annual Key West Dulcimer Fest brings
together performers, teachers and students of
America’s only native stringed folk instrument.

Workshops are available in both mountain and
hammered dulcimer.  Instructors include Rob
Brereton, Sue Carpenter, Steve Eulberg, Robert
Force, Bruce Ford, Bing Futch, Guy and Sharrie
George, Thomasina Levy, Adam Miller, Karen
Mueller, Butch Ross, Gary Sager, Stephen Seifert,
Steve and Ruth Smith and Rick Thum.

Other workshops include guitar, autoharp, steel
drums, pennywhistle, ukulele and Native American
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flute.  Registration is $199 and includes all
workshops, concerts, island discounts and
accommodations coordinator. Call 305-294-6019 to
arrange lodging by speaking with Sheri Cabanas at
Conch Republic Concierge. Vendors will be on
hand offering a variety of dulcimers and other
instruments, books, CDs, music stands, carrying
cases and an on-site “dulcimer doctor” performing
repairs. Jam circles will be taking place all
throughout the week as well as open stages for folks
to strut their stuff.

Details and updates can be found at
KeyWestDulcimerFest.com, or contact Bing Futch
at 407-342-1447 or bingfutch@yahoo.com.

February 10-11, 2012

Central Florida Dulcimer and Autoharp
Festival in Mount Dora, Florida. Mountain
Dulcimer Instructors: Mike Anderson, Lee Cagle,
Linda Brockington, Doug Felt, George Haggerty,
Lorinda Jones, Don Pedi, Gary Sager, Susan
Trump. Hammered Dulcimer Instructors: Ken
Kolodner, Dan Landrum, Ruth Smith, Rick Thum.
Autoharp Instructors: Cheryl Belanger, John
Hollingsworth, Karen Mueller. Cost:  $75.00.
Catered meals and rental instruments available.

Festival location:  Round Lake Christian
Church, 31205 Round Lake Road, Mount Dora,
Florida. Concerts are open to the public.

Rooms available at the Comfort Inn in Eustis,
Florida, 352-742-8022. One king bed, $65.99 plus
tax; two queen beds, $69.99 plus tax. Remember to
mention Dulcimer Fest when making reservations.

Register early as registration will be limited to
200 people.

For registration packet, contact Ruth Harnden
at 352-735-4907, dulcirah@embargmail.com or
www.fldulcimer.com.

Save the Date
Spring Thing 2012
May 4-6
Hard Labor Creek State Park

(near Winder, GA)

Spring Thing 2012 will be held during the
weekend of May 4, 5, and 6. We are happy to
announce that Bing Futch will be our mentor and
inspiration for the event. More information will be
coming.
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SATELLITE AREA FREQUENCY TIME LOCATION CONTACT
AlphaFretters Alpharetta, GA Bimonthly 10:00- Senior Activity Center Dell Makuch 770-667-0620
2" & 4" Sat. 12:00 13450 Cogburn Road makuchd@bellsouth.net
Bent Tree Strings Jasper, GA 4th Thurs 2:30- Club Tamarack Dining Carol Lesley 770-893-2019
4:30 Room in Bent Tree. Bent Carol.Lesley@tds.net
Tree is 6 miles East of
Jasper off of Cove Road
Blue Ridge Blue Ridge, GA Bimonthly 1:00- Shepherd of the Hills Anne Bailey 706-632-3854
1* & 3rd Mondays 3:00 Lutheran Church Suzanne Carter
Hwy. 515 at Forge Mill suzannel951@windstream.net
Road
Dalton Dulcimers Dalton, GA Weekly 2:30 First United Methodist Sherry Patterson 706-278-7256
Wednesdays Church jspatts@windstream.net
500 S. Thornton Ave.
Frettin’ On Faith Ringgold, GA Weekly, Sundays 4:00 First Baptist Church Michael Whitfield 706-673-6730
downtown Ringgold on mewhitfield@windstream.net
U.S. Highway 41 (Nashville | Website: www.tiptopwebsite.com/frettin
St.) in the choir/music room
Gainesville Strummers Gainesville, GA Weekly — Thurs. 1:30- First Baptist Church Louise Gunnin 770-983-9893
3:30 Room 208, 751 Green rgunnin@bellsouth.net
Street, N.W.
Garden City Strummers Augusta, GA Monthly, 3 Mon. 5:30- Marks Baptist Church Betty Fleming 706-541-2146
7:30 1405 Marks Church Rd. bfleming7823@comcast.net
Gwinnoters Lawrenceville, GA Monthly, 4™ Sun. 2:00- Lawrenceville Female Nora Roy 770-963-2541
4:00 Seminary nsrd5@charter.net
455 South Perry Street
Hart String-Strummers Hartwell, GA Bimonthly Tues.- Hart Regional Arts Council Mary Alice Ray 706-376-6591
2" Tues. & 6:30 Art Center 706-371-0176
4" sat. Sat.-1:30 | 338 E. Howell St. mary.alice.ray@gmail.com
Hilltop Strummers Woodstock- Weekly — Tues. 1:30- Canton First UMC Dan or Barbara Asperger
Canton, GA 3:30 930 Lower Scott Mill Road, 678-493-6970 (H); 770-633-1987 (C)
Canton, GA daasp@windstream.net
Exit 16 at I-575
In Town Down Home Atlanta, GA Monthly, 37 Sat. 2:00 Tenth Street United Cathy Watts 770-393-3454
Methodist Church chwatts@mindspring.com
425 Tenth Street, NW
LaGrange Dulcimer LaGrange, GA Weekly, Thurs. 10:45- First United Methodist Ann and Perry Wilder 706-882-5027
Troupers mornings 12:15 Church for jamming & prac. | perrylwilder@bellsouth.net
Beginning classes
Weekly, Tues. 11:30
Land of Waterfalls Brevard & vicinity, Weekly, Wed. 1:00- Silvermont Opportunity Ctr. Mary Sherwood 828-966-9628 sherwood@comporium.net
Dulcimer Players NC 3:00 364 East Main St. Ann Brown 828-877-5506 grumps@comporium.net
Brevard, NC
Middle Georgia Dulcimer | Macon, GA Monthly, 15 Sat. 1:00 The Museum of Arts and Ron Rowland 478-968-0684
Club Lesson Sciences ronrowland@windstream.net
2:00 Jam | 4182 Forsyth Road Karen Stewart 478-954-6759
galadybug53@gmail.com
Mountain Sounds Blairsville, GA Bimonthly 1:30- Senior Center LaDale Trimble 706-835-1688
2" g 4" Tues. 3:30 raydale@windstream.net
N.W. Allatooners Kennesaw, GA Monthly, 2™ Sun. 1:30- Towne View Baptist Peggy Martin 678-478-2456
4:00 Church martin.pb@comcast.net
Modular Bldg. C www.allatooners.org
1115 Shiloh Road
Oconee Belles & Beaus Salem, SC Bimonthly, 2™ Thurs. | 2:00- Keowee Key (Routes 130 Joan Krech 864-944-7094
4:00 & 183 So. of Salem, SC) joankrech@bellsouth.net
4™ Tues. 1:00- Activity Center, Whitewater Bonnie Lamarand 864-888-3328
3:00 Room Imrnd@att.net
Peach Pickers Peachtree City, GA | Monthly, 2" Sun. 3:00- The Bridge Community Pat Hobson 770-461-2522
5:00 Center phobson@mindspring.com

208 Willowbend Road

Sam and Rhoda Greene 678-833-5995 (Home)
Sam@greenemountaindulcimer.com
Rhoda@greenemountainembroidery.com

SEHDP (Southeastern
Hammered Dulcimer
Players)

Support Group for
Local HD Satellites

www.SEHDP.com for Individual Satellite Info.

www.SEHDP.com
Patsy Jordan sehdpmail@gmail.com

Sonic Sounds Dulcimer Centerville, GA Weekly, Thurs. 6:00- 15" United Methodist Laneah Maddox 478-971-8223
Club 6:30 Church 912-687-3621
(EDIMGIAFAD) Lesson 600 N. Houston Lake Rd. laneahmaddox@yahoo.com
7:15-Jam http://wrmusic.tripod.com/sonicsoundsdulcimerclub
Towaliga Toe Tappers Jackson, GA Monthly, 3 Sun. 2:00- Towaliga Baptist Church Karla Redman 678-447-5063
3:30 Kinnard's Mill Road Redmans5@mindspring.com
David Ridgeway, Jr. 770-775-3120
770-294-1151
Whistle Stop Pickers East Alabama/ Weekly, Sat. 1:00- Lee County Historical Allen & Deborah McCord 334-821-1301
West Georgia 3:00 Society Museum 334-703-3646 (cell)
(Auburn-Opelika 6500 Stage Road bigalmccord@bellsouth.net
area) (Hwy 14)
Loachapoka, AL
Yonah Pickers Helen, GA Bimonthly 2:00- Mountain Lakes Resort Lynn McCollum 706-499-3212
2" & 4™ Sun. 4:00 Members Lodge lynnmccollum@windstream.net
Highway Alt. 75 between Brenda Sue Whitmire
Cleveland and Helen, GA bswhitmire@windstream.net
Clarksville BiMonthly Practice 3:00- Episcopal Church
1% & 3 Mon. 5:00 Duncan Bridge Road

NGFDA sanctions these groups as satellites, but each one sets its own agenda, meeting place and procedures.

Last Updated 09/22/11




NGFDA Membership Form

Please start/renew my membership in NGFDA, including a subscription to the monthly Foothills Footnotes newsletter. Tab books
available to members only, one copy per member at a cost of $7 (if mailed, add $4 mailing fee). Individual membership: $20.
Family membership: $30. Please make checks payable to NGFDA. Dues, according to NGFDA bylaws, are renewable each
November regardless of when you join.

Name

Address

City State Zip

Home Phone E-mail address*:

Membership Status (check one): [0 New [0 Renewing

Playing Level (check one): O Beginner O Intermediate O Advanced

*Members can automatically access our monthly newsletter at www.ngfda.org by clicking “newsletter” and entering
your email address as listed above. The newsletter is posted around the 25" of each month. Members without
convenient internet access may request mailed copies by contacting NGFDA, PO Box 522, Demorest, GA 30535.

Do you want to order a Tab Book? (check one) O Yes/[O No
Please add $11.00 for Tab Book and postage

Tab Book $
Membership Fee $
Total Enclosed $

Mail membership form and payment to: NGFDA P.O.Box 522 Demorest, GA 30535
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